A Hymn Festival for the Mlenga Well Project

WE HAVE SEEN THE LORD!

Compiled by Mary Ann Siefke, Minister of Music, St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church, Blackberry (Martin), Ohio


CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: God our creator is with us.
All: We have seen the Lord!

Leader: Holy Spirit our sustainer is with us.
All: We have seen the Lord!

Leader: Christ the redeemer of the world is with us.
All: We have seen the Lord!

ELW 513: “Listen, God is Calling”
During the singing of this hymn open your hearts to hear God calling you. God is calling you to come and hear the Word. In this Word is forgiveness, comfort and joy!

Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you. 

ELW 153: “Nkosi, Nkosi”
The choir will sing each stanza in Swahili and the congregation will respond in English. Use this time for self-examination and know that God forgives all who truly seek forgiveness.

Reading: Colossians 3:1-11

ELW 819: “Come, All You People”
A children’s choir, if available, may sing the hymn through in Swahili first. The congregation then joins for the three verses.

Prayer of the Day

Leader: We gather together to worship God and give thanks for the life and death of Jesus Christ. We are grateful for the Word made flesh that has dwelt among us and revealed to us the face of God. May our words and actions show Christ’s love to all we meet so they, too, may see a glimpse of the Lord through us.
All: Amen.

Reading: Exodus 3:1-12

ELW 583: “Take My Life, That I May Be”
You may recognize the text of this hymn as an old favorite. However this setting highlights the joy found in giving your life to God and letting the Spirit work through you. We are reminded that just like Moses we are called to do God’s work and God will guide us. 

Psalm 105:1-11, 43-45

The Psalm may be read or sung responsively or a solo setting may be offered.

Psalm Prayer

Leader: God of our salvation, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ you continue to fulfill your covenant promise to redeem the world from slavery and to lead your people into the promised land. Grant us living water from the rock and bread from heaven, that we may survive our desert pilgrimage and praise you forever; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All: Amen.

ELW 682: “To God Our Thanks We Give”
Sung by a children’s choir, if available. Use this time to thank God for the blessings in your life and how you have been brought out of the desert.

Reading: Luke 2:22-32

ELW 869: “We Have Seen the Lord”

Reading: John 20:11-18

ELW 172: “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”

Reading: Luke 24:13-27

ELW 741: “Your Will Be Done”
As we sing this hymn based on the Lord’s Prayer we are reminded of the words of the prophets. We are reminded that a Savior will be born of a virgin, live among us, and teach us the scriptures. Above all God’s will is done in the death and resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Leader: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All: Lord’s Prayer

Reading: Luke 24:28-35

ELW 535: “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”

Leader: Go in peace. Share the good news!
All: Thanks be to God!

Please depart Spirit-filled and Spirit-fed by the sight of our God!

*               *               *
When holy communion is celebrated, the following hymns may be appropriate.
ELW 473: “Holy, Holy, Holy”


ELW 197: “O Lamb of God”
The Cantor may sing the first two lines and the congregation is invited to repeat.
ELW 493: “Taste and See”
The choir, if available, may sing the verses and the Congregation is invited to join in the refrain. 
During the distribution of communion ponder how God in Christ Jesus is revealed to you. God is revealed to us in the breaking of the bread and the drinking of the cup just as Jesus was after the Resurrection.

FESTIVAL NOTES
513: “Listen, God Is Calling/Neno lake Mungu”
Text: Tanzanian Traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson  b. 1922
Music: Tanzanian tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace b. 1919

This hymn is translated by Howard S. Olson. The scripture references seem to vary depending on the arrangement sung. This particular arrangement gives reference to: 2 Thess. 2:14, Matt. 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-16, and 1 Cor. 15:58. Some sources give music credit to a Kenyan traditional tune not a Tanzanian Tune. 

153: “Kyrie/Nkosi, Nkosi”
Text: South African
Music: G.M. Kolisi

David Dargie has been called the “musical liberator,” of South Africa. He was a white Roman Catholic Priest and missionary who strove for social justice. Dargie stood by the Xhosa people during the 1960’s and 1970’s in a time when they, and their culture, were suppressed. This oppression angered him and set the tone for his life’s work with the often ignored and oppressed Xhosa people. He learned to perform Xhosa traditional music and brought it to the church. Dargie made it possible for the people of South Africa to use their traditional music as a sign of their faith. 

819: “Come, All You People/Uyaimose”
Text: Alexander Gondo; tr. I-to-Loh b. 1936
Music: Alexander Gondo

I-to-Loh was born in 1936 in Taiwan and is an Asian Christian ethnomusicologist. His life’s work is to enable Asian Christians to be both fully Asian and fully Christian. His father, Sian-chhun Loh, was not only a minister but a hymnal editor and I-to-Loh’s greatest influence. Loh went on to study at Tainan Theological College where he earned a Masters of Divinity Degree and Union Theological Seminary where, in 1966, he earned a Master of Sacred Music Degree in Composition. He has taught Global Church Music at the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music in Manila and at Tainan Theological College and Seminary. 

Loh has over 20 compilations of hymns including Sound the Bamboo: CCA Hymnal 2000 which includes 315 Hymns from 22 countries, with 44 different languages. He has also published over 100 hymns and anthems and numerous essays. For more than 20 years he led music and worship at World Council of Churches conferences. I-to-Loh retired in 2002 and since then has been a visiting professor at numerous colleges and seminaries. 
583 Take My Life, That I May Be/Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad
Text: Frances R. Havergal 1836-1879 adapt; 

Spanish text: Vicente Mendoza 1875-1953
Music: William Dexheimer Pharris b. 1936 arr. Mark Sedio b. 1954

Mark Sedio is Director of Music at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis and serves on the music staff of Luther Seminary. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education from Augsburg College, a Master of Arts degree in Choral Conducting from the University of Iowa, and has studied in the Master of Divinity program at Luther Seminary. Sedio is an active recitalist, clinician, conductor and composer. He has presented hymn festivals and recitals around the United States and Europe. Sedio’s hymns and psalm settings have been included in several denominational hymnals and hymnal supplements. He is a charter member of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians and served on the founding board. 

682: “To God Our Thanks We Give/ Reamo leboga”
Text: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe; tr. I-to-Loh b. 1936
Music: Botswanan traditional, as taught by Daisy Nshakazongwe

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Botswana (ELCB) is a member of Lutheran World Federation and has over 22,000 members. The ELCB has a Bishop, 31 local pastors, 11 expatriate pastors and 9 congregational workers or evangelists among other workers. There are a total of 43 congregations and more than 61 preaching places. The bulk of the members live in rural communities. The financial focus of the church is to become self-sustaining. However, in a country prone to drought with an economy of agriculture, this proves difficult. 

Botswana has one of the highest rates of AIDS in the world thus care and education about HIV/AIDS is a major focus for the ELCB. Even though the country has one of the highest AIDS rates, it also has one of the most progressive programs for dealing with the disease. 

Since 1966, when Botswana gained its independence from Great Britain, their economy has been steadily increasing with the world’s highest economic growth rate. Botswana has moved from being one of the poorest countries in the world to a middle income country. 

869: “We Have Seen the Lord/Nimemwona Bwana”
Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Jeff Sartain, b. 1962
Music: Tanzanian traditional; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954

The goal of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) is to “enable people to know Jesus Christ and gain eternal life.” The Church has made Jesus its foundation, is guided by the Word and strengthened by the sacraments. The church is also strongly rooted in the Lutheran Confessions. The ELCT is comprised of 20 dioceses and has more than 5.3 million members in a country of nearly 38 million people. The Lutheran Church began its ministry in Tanzania in the 19th Century. By 1938 there were seven churches. In 1938, these Churches founded a federation known as the Federation of Lutheran Churches in Tanzania. On June 19, 1963, the Churches merged to become a single Church, known as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

172: “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”
Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio b. 1954

Halle, Halle, Hallelujah is a widely known praise song in the Caribbean and around the world. One common setting expands the verses with the text, “Rock of Ages.” “Halle, Halle” has been recorded and arranged numerous times. However, one of the most popular is probably from John Bell and the Iona Community who also hold the copyrights. Our arrangement is by Mark Sedio, mentioned above, and only includes the Chorus. 

741 “Your Will Be Done/Mayenziwe”
Text: South African based on the Lord’s Prayer

Between the time of 1977 and 1986 David Dargie traveled throughout South Africa, Namibia, and Botswana holding music composition workshops. These workshops were geared toward local church musicians where they were asked to use their own cultural influences to create worship music for their congregations. Dargie not only asked the attendees to compose but also encouraged them in their work by explaining how important their role in the church is. He stressed that God has given each cultural their own musicality and this should be expressed in their praise and 

473: “Holy, Holy, Holy/Santo, Santo, Santo”
Text: Argentine Traditional
Music: Argentine Traditional

Argentina, as well as many other Latin American countries has a wide range of ethnic, racial, and societal influences. Spanish is the primary language. However, many other languages are spoken. Argentina has a large African/Argentinian population in Buenos Aires. The economic situation of Argentina is split into thirds, one third wealthy, one third middle class, and one third poor. Much like Africa, Argentina strove to find traditional music they could use for worship while keeping a strong hold on their roots. Pablo Sosa is probably the most famous Argentine Church Musician and composer. Sosa’s music makes use of the great oral tradition of Latin America with refrains and song leaders to make the music both easy to remember and easy to learn. Pablo Sosa is a pastoral musician, poet, contextual theologian, hymnal editor, recording producer and ecumenical liturgist. 
197: “O Lamb of God/Oi, Jumalan Karitsa”
Music: Matti Rantatalo

This piece is one of the many pieces in the Thomas Mass composed by Matti Rantatalo. The Mass was composed in 1992 as an effort to revitalize the Finnish Church. Now the Mass is done regularly in Helsinki with hundreds of young people in attendance. 

(Bread for the Journey Vol 2. P 58) 

493: “Taste and See”
Text: James E. Moore Jr., b. 1951, based on Ps. 34
Music: James E. Moore Jr. 

Dr. James E. Moore is a composer, conductor, pianist and master teacher. Currently he lives in Vienna, Austria, where he is teaching voice. Before moving to Vienna, Dr. Moore was director of music at Saint Agnes in Cincinnati, Ohio, and was Assistant Professor of Music and Liturgy at the Athenaeum of Ohio Theological Seminary. He has also served as conductor of the Chor der Alten Burse. Dr. Moore holds degrees in piano and choral conducting and is well known for his work with choirs and ensembles. His songs have appeared in various English Language hymnals around the world. However, his most famous hymn is “Taste and See.”


535: “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises/Haleluya! Pelo tsa roma”
Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming 1984
Music: South African; arr. Freedom Is Coming

Freedom is Coming is a CD compiled by Anders Nyberg and was recorded in 1984. He created this collection for the Swedish Church. It is a collection of songs of protest and praise from South Africa. Another popular song from this compilation is “Siyahamba” (We are Marching). 


846: “Amen, We Praise Your Name/Amen siakudumisa”
Text: South African Traditional
Music: arr. S.C. Molefe, as taught by Gobingca George Mxadana

Stephen Cuthbert Molefe was a Roman Catholic choir leader and composer from Vosloorus, near Johannesburg. He wrote this hymn having attended a workshop given by David Dargie. Originally this hymn was composed as the Great Amen to be sung after the Great Thanksgiving just before the Eucharist. The Xhosa people, for whom the song was written, would use the music on the page as a guide and improvise their own text, rhythms, and tempos. The leader portion of the song is meant to encourage the congregation in their own singing and guide the way according to the movement of the Spirit. 

Mary Ann Siefke
Minister of Music at St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
Blackberry (Martin), OH
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