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From the President... 
Greetings! I am in the middle of my second term as your regional president. A native 
of Illinois, I never dreamed I would be living in the south, but I have lived in Georgia 
since 1990! I earned a Bachelor of Music degree in Organ/Church Music from St. Olaf 
College and a Master of Music degree in Organ Performance from the Eastman 
School of Music. Since 1996, I’ve been Organist and Director of Children’s Music at 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Atlanta, where I oversee two children’s choirs, a 
youth choir, four handbell choirs, and a concert series. This past year I also joined the 
staff of Orgues Létourneau as a project consultant. I’m looking forward to working 
with churches that are interested in getting a new pipe organ or renovating their 
current instrument.  

Over the years, I have been very active in AGO at the local, regional, and national 
levels, and now I’m honored to have served on the ALCM Board. I will continue to do 
my best to further the goals of this organization. I hope that you all enjoyed the first 
issue of In Tempo, the ALCM’s new publication. In answer to the membership’s many 
requests for practical resources, In Tempo is intended to provide timely resources that you can use in your own settings. 
I hope that you will find this new membership benefit useful, and I would be happy to pass any feedback along. 

I am so grateful that Clifford has volunteered to take on responsibility for our own regional newsletter.  Other than our 
regional conferences, there is no system in place in which we can connect (local chapter, anyone?), so I am thrilled 
about the possibilities and can’t wait to see where this takes us. 

Speaking of regional conferences, mark your calendars now for June 27-29, 2016! I am pleased to announce that 
Lutheran Church of St. Andrew in Franklin, TN will host our next conference. St. Andrew’s musician, Darryl Miller, 
has already joined Jim, Ryan and me in the planning process. Stay tuned for more details. 

It’s not too late to register for this summer’s conference in Atlanta, July 19-23. There are some amazing things planned. 
I don’t know about you, but I don’t get too many opportunities to experience a worship service in which I was not 
involved in planning and/or making music. It’s good for us to open our eyes and ears to other ways of doing things. 
Whether or not it is something you can use in your own setting, you WILL learn something.  

That’s why these and other conferences are so worthwhile. You might sing a hymn you want to teach your 
congregation. You might see wording in a bulletin that works better than what you’ve been using. You’ll see how 
movement in liturgy works (or doesn’t) in different physical spaces. You could hear a certain quality in a cantor’s voice 
or in a choir to which you can aspire. You may hear music by a composer that makes you want to research that 
composer‘s other works. 

Or, you may experience God through a note of music, a moment of silence, a word of scripture, a prayer petition, or the 
bread and wine. Whether you attend the ALCM biennial conference in July or something closer to home, please treat 
yourself to worship somewhere other than where you work. Perhaps in the next newsletter issue, we can share our 
stories of what we learned! 

In this issue: 
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New members, p. 5; Stuff to try, p. 6;  
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From the Vice-President… 
 
Hi everyone. I’m Jim Loeffler and I am Director of 
Worship and Music at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church in Plano, Texas. I’ve been here for about a 
year, after nearly 7 years at King of Glory Lutheran 
in Dallas, and prior to that, 11 years at Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Frederick, Maryland. I am 
married, with 3 teenage kids, one of which is headed 
off to college in the fall. I hold degrees from 
Valparaiso University and the University of Illinois, 

and have earned the F.A.G.O. from the American Guild of Organists. I like long 
walks on the b… Well, you get the point. I would like to thank you for your vote 
which landed me in this incredibly auspicious position. Although I know it 
was most likely luck of the draw, I will still endeavor to do my best to serve 
you well in this corner of the ALCM. Although this is mostly an introductory 
issue, I will talk just a bit about summer.  
 
How do you spend your summers? For me, it’s always planning. The rub is that 
I don’t always get as much done as I need. For example, I spent last summer 
changing churches. Consequently, very little planning was completed and I 
spent the year chasing my tail. Now that I’m settled, my plan is to flesh out 
everything from the Prelude on September 6, 2015 to the Postlude on August 
28, 2016 and EVERYTHING in between… yes EVERYTHING including 
prayers, readings, rehearsals, concerts, etc.  It’s an ambitious goal, but not 
impossible as I have done it before. From this enormously-detailed document I 
will create smaller, less-detailed documents which will go to ensembles, staff, 
newsletter and bulletin producers, and so forth.  It can at times seem like 
unnecessary busy work. Is it? I ask myself this question as well. 
 
However, every time I have been able to accomplish this feat I have noticed 
that the year not only goes much more smoothly, but the music I/we produce is 
of a higher quality, because we’re not fumbling with the basics of “who does 
what, when?” Your pastor will love it because (s)/he won’t have to wonder 
what you’re up to each week. Your ensembles will appreciate it as they can 
make family and work plans well in advance. Your assisting ministers will be 
glad to know about upcoming liturgy changes. Finally, but most importantly, 
your proclamation of the Gospel will be unencumbered by details (which is 
where we often find the devil!). 
 
Give it a try. You might be amazed at how well things go. Since you probably 
won’t see this until mid-summer, try it by quarter (or season) to start. You’ll 
find that once you develop a pattern, subsequent years become easier.  
 
It is nice to meet you all. Have a great summer, but don’t relax too much. They 
only get shorter as you get older! 
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In the Spotlight…  
 
Laura Buff  
Cantor,  
Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church,   
Chapel Hill, NC  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where were you born and raised?  

 Raleigh, NC 

Where did you go to school?  

 UNC-Chapel Hill (BM) and UNC-Greensboro (MM) 

Who is in your family?  

 Mom, Dad, and three older brothers.  

Any pets?  

 Cassie the dog (a new experience after a lifetime of 
cats!) 

What two people have most influenced you?  

 My brother, Adam, who continues to teach me 
(through his own wonderful example) that God should 
always be our highest priority, and my childhood pas-
tor, the Rev. David Sloop, who is one of the wisest and 
most humble people I have ever encountered. It goes 
without saying that my two loving parents have influ-
enced me in ways that I may never realize and for 
which I will be forever grateful.  

What are your favorite movies or books?  

 Movie - La Vita é bella (Life is Beautiful) 

What is your passion in music ministry?  

 My passion in music ministry is the gift of impacting so 
many different people in unique ways. It is rare to have 
the opportunity to work with such a broad age spec-
trum - one of my favorite aspects of music ministry. 
Wherever I lack the gifts needed, there is always some-
one else who can fill that need, and it is a joy to help 
congregants discover new ways to use those gifts to 
glorify God. There are few greater pleasures than lead-
ing a congregation of members of many ages and back-
grounds in heartfelt song.  

How do you like to spend your free time?  

 I love to be outside with friends and loved ones - at the 
beach, at a park, in the mountains, or on my balcony at  
home.  

 

Do you have a favorite hymn?  

 What Wondrous Love is This 

Favorite food?  

 I’m partial to the Italians - particularly gnocchi and 
gelato!  

Describe a moving moment you have experienced dur-
ing worship.  

 When I began serving my current congregation, I took 
on an interim role for about six months before accept-
ing the permanent position. My predecessor at the 
church was passionate about the liturgy of the Luther-
an church and had helped to craft a beautiful Triduum 
service, complete with an Easter Vigil. As the staff 
gathered early in my interim to look ahead to Holy 
Week, we discussed whether we should continue the 
tradition of the Easter Vigil. It had struggled to attract 
many worshipers, and the advocate for that service was 
no longer around, so there was some fear that it might 
be a flop. We also selfishly considered that it would 
lessen our workloads during that busiest of weeks. We 
decided that, since I was an interim, we should contin-
ue the service to give the next cantor a voice in wheth-
er to continue the Vigil tradition. We set up about 
thirty chairs around the font in preparation for the ser-
vice and did our best to plan for a rich service. I had 
only been to one Easter Vigil, at a fairly young age, so it 
was going to be a new experience for me.  

 As sunset approached and we gathered outside for the 
fire to begin the service, I realized that we most cer-
tainly had more than thirty worshipers - we had over 
sixty present that night. Despite my nervousness, the 
beautiful symbols and rituals of this unique service 
spoke for themselves. The hymn-singing was some of 
the most glorious that I have ever heard, and I was 
filled with a sense of pure joy in the Resurrection. This 
year, we again had over sixty worshipers at the Vigil, 
and it was, once more, one of the most life-giving wor-
ship services that I have ever experienced.  

What was your most embarrassing moment?  

 I once played the wrong hymn after the sermon. A few 
non-music readers heartily joined in (singing the 
words of the intended hymn to the tune I was playing), 
wondering why nobody around them was singing. The 
rest of the congregation spent the entirety of the first 
verse looking back and forth from their hymnals to 
their bulletins in hopes of finding some explanation. 
About halfway through the second verse, one of my 
dear sopranos came over and whispered that I was 
playing the wrong hymn. I finished the verse, turned 
around on the organ bench, apologized (fortunately to 
a roar of laughter), and then suggested that we begin 
the correct hymn anew.  
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From the Member At Large… 
 

I recently celebrated my three-year anniversary of taking a full-time call as an 
Associate in Minister for Music and Worship in a large, thriving ELCA 
congregation with a broken music program.   Before this I was a teacher in an 
Episcopal school and part-time Minister of Music in a small town 
congregation, doing as many do, juggling responsibilities, commitments, and 
more.  I left a music program that I had built over ten years, serving since my 
high school days.  I had a choir of forty, a full handbell group, a volunteer-led 
children’s choir, numerous instrumentalists; it was a music program that 
anyone would be satisfied to lead.  But this awesome and secure position was 
not full-time, and I was ready for more.  I am sure many of you have had this 
feeling and maybe even acted on it.  So with a great leap of faith, prayer, and hope, I took my first new call, and it was 
the best decision I have ever made.  
 

I remember sitting in my office thinking to myself “what have I done, giving up the comforts of the known for the 
unknown?”  How was I going to start over and build a program from scratch?  I really had never done this before. I then 
remembered that famous line, “If you build it, they will come”, but I added “or not!” I was nervous because I was in 
charge of rebuilding a broken music program, with great expectations from the congregation, leadership, and staff.   
 

Reflecting on those days of searching and praying, and my work in building this music and worship program in a 
seemingly short three years, I can strongly add those words “or not”.  I could have simply started rehearsals and created 
ensembles, but I knew this would not be the most successful.  
 

One of the best steps I took was to not just “build” or set rehearsal times and expect people to show up.  I started 
attending everything I could, from WELCA lunches to Youth Group and participating in Sunday School opening every 
Sunday.  I didn’t invite people directly when I showed up or was on campus; I waited until they asked why I was 
attending their function.  My reply was “just to get to know you and what your ministry does”.   This might not be easy 

continued on page 5... 

From the Editor... 

Ah, summer. Time to breathe, finally, in that hectic life we church musicians seem to enjoy. 
Fewer rehearsals. Planning for the year. And… time to launch Region 2’s first newsletter!  

In this, our first issue, Sarah writes about our conferences this summer in Atlanta and next 
summer in Tennessee, reminding us why we should go. Jim challenges us to plan an entire year! 
And Ryan urges us to get to know our congregations as we build music ministry. On page three 
we read about member Laura Buff. And there are some great ideas on page six for literature and 
techniques to get the absolute most from the choir.  

I invite you to use this newsletter as a tool for communication. Let’s share information about 
upcoming events, good ideas for practical music ministry, and ways we can help each other. Do 
you have anthems that have been particularly successful? Are there children’s choir tips you can 

bring? Have you read a good book about music ministry lately? Are you passionate about blended worship? Let us 
know. Somebody in Region 2 is probably asking the question and you, good reader, have the answer.  

I love telling our musicians at Good Shepherd “I steal all my best material.” True, that. I have been blessed to work with 
some truly wonderful musicians. I have attended some life- and career-changing conferences. Let’s help others steal 
their best material, too!  

By way of introduction, I am fairly new to the South. Raised in Colorado, I studied in Wyoming and Arizona (that 
Fritts organ at Arizona State University was brand new!). I served in Lutheran churches in Phoenix, then moved to 
California, where I served in churches and taught middle-school choir. I am a true Western boy! I was led to Raleigh, 
North Carolina in 2012, where I serve as music director and organist at Good Shepherd Lutheran. Married, with dogs.  

Please send ideas and good stuff to me at clifford.badgley@gslchurch.org or call me at 919-
848-1573. Blessings on your ministry!  

mailto:clifford.badgley@gslchurch.org
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Song Lovers… 
 
Blest Be the Tie that Binds      
ELW #656; LSB #649; CW #494 
 
 John Fawcett was a Baptist minister at 
Wainsgate Church, Hebden Bridge, West 
Yorkshire, England. In 1772 he was called to a 
larger church in London. The farewell sermon 
had been preached, the wagons were loaded, 
and they were about to leave when the people of 
the congregation pleaded for him to stay. 
Fawcett was touched by their tears, and 
decided to stay. He wrote this hymn to 
commemorate the event.  

 
DENNIS 
 
 Johann (Hans) Georg Nägeli was a 
Swiss composer and music publisher. He began 
publishing his Repertoire des Clavinicinistes in 
1803, featuring new compositions by such 
composers as Cramer, Beethoven, and 
Clementi. Most of his compositions are 
choruses and songs.  
 DENNIS first appeared with the text 
“How Gentle God’s Commands” by Philip 
Doddridge. It was arranged by Lowell Mason.  
 

Sources: www.cyberhymnal.org, www.hymnary.org, www.grandemusica.net, 

Westermeyer, Paul. Hymnal Companion to Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2010. 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Nick Andrews, Henderson, NC 

Kristine Bowker, Nokomis, FL 

Janice S. Bunting, Newport News, VA 

Melissa Burris, Greensboro, NC 

Kathleen O. Cartledge, AIM, Aiken, SC 

Joshua Copeland, Hickory, NC 

Mike Evans, Bethany, OK 

Daniel J. Fenn, Houston, TX 

Nancy Goodrich, Athens, GA 

David Hansen, Atlanta, GA 

Katie Holland, Charleston, SC 

Kimberly Hopkins, Murfreesboro, TN 

Robert Hunt, Conroe, TX 

Ryan A. Kasten, Vero Beach, FL 

Carol Kocher, Fort Worth, TX 

Ruth Lackstrom, Columbia, SC 

Jonathan D. Mollenkopf, Bellville, TX 

Michael D. Myers, Waynesboro, VA 

Sandra Rogers, Cornelius, NC 

Robert Rutherford, Bristol, TN 

Michael Shake, Dallas, TX 

Jeremy Shoop, Herndon, VA 

Peyton Strouth, Arlington, TX 

LuAnn Thomas, Fort Worth, TX 

Gay Zimmerman, Houston, TX 

...continued from page 4 
 if you’re part-time, but it was invaluable for me.  I waited a year before 
starting the children’s music program (which had not been active in a 
decade) and I found it easy to reach the parents and children, since they 
knew who I was through relationships formed in worship and fellowship.  
Attending the new member classes alone brought several new singers and 
a trumpet player.  
 

To get the youth involved (four horn players in band, and several violists!) 
I offered to play for them and get to know them outside of church before I 
asked them to play in church.  I played multiple solo and ensemble events, 
and my “payment” was a promise to play in worship.  Not one of my high 
school players has broken that promise and they play in almost every 
service. Not only solos, but hymnody and liturgy as well.  
 

Don’t build it and wait for them to come; let them build it with you, and 

more will follow.     
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Stuff to Try… 
 
Children of the Heavenly Father, Bradley Ellingboe. SATB Unaccompanied. Kjos Music Company, Ed. 8787. 
 An oldie, but a goodie. Parts are easily learned. The “doo” and “dn” make a beautiful accompaniment to this most familiar 

melody.  
 
Come To Us, Lord, John Helgen. SATB, piano, recorder, optional percussion. Kjos Music Company, Ed. 8904. 
 Suitable for Advent, Call to Worship, or General. Helgen treats this text with a flowing, rhythmic accompaniment that is 

at once easy to hear and meaningful. Not difficult to learn.  
 
You, the Christ, Ian Callanan. Three-part mixed, with parts for Cello or C Instrument and a Guitar Edition 

available from the publisher, GIA Publications, G-6789.  
 A touching text by Shirley Erena Murray about meeting Christ in every person we see, and our reactions to those same 

people. Easily arranged to allow for solos. First and second verses are unison; third verse breaks into three parts.  
 
Stuart Forster. Hymn Playing: A Modern Colloquium. Saint Louis: MorningStar Music Publishers, 2013. 
 Mr. Forster has provided a fascinating book about “common practice” in hymn playing. Much more than a how-to 

manual, Forster provided questions to eleven organists, including David Cherwien, Mark Dwyer, David Erwin, John 
Ferguson, Peter Jewkes, Stephen Loher, Walden Moore, Bruce Neswick, John Scott, Jeffrey Smith, and Tom Whittemore. 
Chapters are dedicated to one question each, and answered by all eleven organists. Questions range from registration, 
tempo, learning new hymns, and articulation to acoustics, introductions, the choir, clergy, and other instruments.  

 This reviewer found a passel of new ideas and, more importantly, license to continue creative treatment of hymns, knowing 
that we all see and hear hymnody differently, and we all bring differing strengths and talents to our leadership.  

 
Overheard in an honor choir rehearsal with Elena Sharkova many years ago... 
 “Look like the music you’re about to deliver.” (might be good for some of our choirs, right?) 
 “Squeeze a nice juicy avocado -  what comes out? A ‘vvv.’” (for the word “love”) 
 “Stand up and deliver!” 
 
See all the empty space here? Wouldn’t it be a perfect place for YOUR ideas, anthem suggestions, rehearsal techniques, and book 

reviews? Send your submissions to our editor, Clifford, at clifford.badgley@gslchurch.org. Thanks!  


